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SUBJECT: CIVILIAN DETAINEES TRAN NGOC CHAU, NGO BA THANH, ET AL 
REF: (A) STATE 09812; ( B) SAIGON 8578 

1. VIETNAM PRESS MAY 16 QUOTES GVN SPOKESMAN AS CONFIRMING 
" FOREIGN NEWS REPORT.... THAT RVN... WILL RETURN MRS. NGO BA 
THANH, LAWYER NGUYEN LONG, TRAN NGOC CHAU, AND STUDENT HUYNH 
TAN MAM TO THE COMMUNISTS.” 

2. PRECISELY CONTRARY INFORMATION, HOWEVER, WAS GIVEN EMBOFFS 
IN CONVERSATION TODAY WITH BRIGADIER GENERAL LE TRUNG TRUC, 
SECRETARY GENERAL OF GVN INTERMINISTERIAL COMMITTEE ON CEASEFIRE 
IMPLEMENTATION. TRUC SAID THAT " PRESIDENT AND PRIME 

MINISTER" HAD DECIDED ABOUT FIVE DAYS AGO NOT REPEAT NOT TO 
TURN MRS. THANH, CHAU, OR MAM OVER TO THE COMMUNISTS. TRUC 
WAS QUITE POSITIVE ON THIS POINT, NOTING THAT TWO WEEKS AGO 
THESE PROMINENT PRISONERS HAD BEEN SPECIFICALLY INCLUDED IN LIST 
OF 500 FOR SECOND INSTALLMENT RELEASE TO PRG. HE ADDED THAT 
HE DID NOT KNOW WHAT GVN WOULD EVENTUALLY DECIDE TO DO WITH 
THE NON- COMMUNIST POLITICAL DETAINEES, SINCE GVN FEARED 
THEY WOULD CAUSE TROUBLE IF FREE TO AGITATE AGAINST GVN 
POLITICAL SYSTEM, IN THIS RESPECT HE DREW SHARP DISTINCTION TO 
ANTI- THIEU APPOSITIONISTS LIKE GENERAL " BIG" MINH 
WHO WORKS WITHIN THE SYSTEM. 
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